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Tasmanian Field Naturalists 1 Club Inc. 


Bulletin No. 271 Supplement to the Tasmanian Naturalist July 1993 

The Tasmanian Field Naturalists' Club is devoted to the study of all forms of Natural 
History, and is comprised of both experts and beginners. We cover a wide variety of 
topics, and we support conservation. Meetings are held on the first Thursday of every 
month, except January, in the Life Science Building at the University of Tasmania from 
7.45 p.m. Outings are usually held the following weekend, meeting outside the main 
entrance to the Museum, Macquarie Street. 


The Club's address is GPO Box 68A, Hobart 7001, the club contact is Don Hird (34 4293). 


Programme 

Thurs. 5 August 

7.45p.m.: Patti Virtue will present the main talk on Aspects of Krill 
biology. Peter Brown, from National Parks, will speak briefly on a 
forthcoming Atlas of Tasmanian Frogs project. 

Sat. 7 August 

1.00 p.m.!! : Outing to the Antarctic Division to view their captive 
krill and research facilities. Note the special start time; this is due to 
caretaker availability. Meet at the Museum at 12.30 p.m. or in the 
Antarctic Divn carpark at 1.00 p.m., after lunch. 

Thurs. 2 September 7.45p.m.: Mike Driessen . from National Parks, will speak on the 
Eastern Barred Bandicoot Research Program. 

Sat. 4 September 

8.30 a.m.: Outing to view mammal survey results at a known Barred 
Bandicoot location near Hobart. Note the early start time to obviate 
disturbance to animals caught. This part of the excursion will be 
relatively brief; afterwards we may birdwatch and look for early spring 
wildflowers. 

Thurs. 7 October 

7,45 p.m.: Fred Duncan from Forestry will speak on Botanical 
highlights in the Clarence Municipality. 

Sat. 9 October 

10 a.m.: Outing to visit botanically significant sites in Clarence 
including Fred's Richmond property. 


New Members A special welcome to our new members Ray Brereton and Sandy Taylor. 

Federation of Field Naturalists Clubs of Tasmania The next Federation meeting is on 
King Island on September 25-26 weekend. _ 





























Island Survey Programme __ 

The previously mooted Schouten Island trip is now set down for September 22-26 
(Wednesday to Sunday) subject to confirmation with National Parks staff. Weekend 
participation may also be available. Camping equipment etc will be the responsibility of 
members. Bird, mammal and marine littoral surveys are planned, the island has been the 
subject of at least one botanical study in the past. 

Committee Deliberations 

Sociology of the (elusive ?) Fieldnat. Katrina Swan, a member of TFNC, is preparing a 
sociology thesis as part of her honours degree studies. She has approached the committee 
who have endorsed her study which aims to provide a unique glimpse into the world of the 
Tasmanian Field Naturalist. Questions Katrina will be asking include how the function of 
the club has changed since its inception in 1904, and how members perceive their 
participation - as leisure, escape or time out from work. Interviews with willing members 
will explore participation issues, use of time, and value given to belonging to the club. 

Members may also be asked to assist with accessing historical materials belonging to and 
associated with the club, journals, diaries excursion reports and the like. The club will be 
provided with a copy of the finished report and members will have access at a club meeting 
to all non-confidential material. A paper outlining important findings will be presented to 
the club as well as a contribution to the Naturalist. 

Membership fees will increase next year. Following our treasurers report that annual 
subscriptions are not sustaining costs, especially of publishing the Naturalist, modest 
increases will appear in the next Bulletin together with next year's renewal form. 

President's Report. Mount Wellington is again prominent for reasons other than its 
contribution to the Hobart area skyline. Unfortunately the latest Cable Car/ Skifield 
development proposal appears to typify the polarised and unsophisticated treatment of 
many conservation issues in recent times; its as if the protagonists constantly shout against 
the wind at each other. The State government seems determined to circumvent full debate 
by allowing itself decrees on what is of state importance, thus circumventing full democratic 
process. It is relevant for this club to note that after they called for public submissions on 
the Rare and Endangered Species discussion paper last January, we have not received 
formal acknowledgement of our submission, let alone answers to questions included; some 
consultation ! Hobart City Council seems to have been caught somewhat on the hop, they 
now speak of providing public education facilities such as Nature Trails again even though 
they have had a standing offer from TasNats to help with them for some years now. The 
local tabloid specialises in dispute-oriented reporting, especially after it dropped its 
longstanding policy of publishing Nature Notes. 

This sort of proposal deserves careful and full consideration and doesn't need to be rushed 
through. Indications are that coordination with management of the mountain for its current 
uses and realistic projections of usage of proposed new facilities have been badly 
mishandled so far. Surely we can manage such important community assets better, _ 















